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The various issues related to
early and forced marriage have
been grouped in these five
categories:

Education

Health

Livelihood

Violence

Choice
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Todo Bandishen — Break the chains

From time to time, young women leaders emerging from FAT's programs run a collective campaign in
their community. Todo Bandishen is the second campaign launched by FAT. It is a campaign against
Early and Forced Marriage by 31 girls from low-income urban communities in South Delhi. The theme
was chosen by the girls as a common issue that they face in their lives. FAT facilitated the
participating girls with a series of workshops to develop conceptual clarity on issue of early and
forced marriage. VOW Media - Asia, provided training in photography, filmmaking, and radio, so the
girls learn how to use these tools as a medium to spread awareness about the issue in their
communities, and fight against the pressure and consequences of getting married before they are
ready. We collaborated with local experts to help the campaigners develop their campaign strategy
and prepare various campaign tools like slogans, songs, theatre, etc..

The photography workshop has culminated in this collection of work; each girl, or a group of two
created a photo-story on a topic of their choice.

For the radio show they chose to speak about societal pressures. In their radio show, “Kadam Badhao:
Keep Walking” we listen to the girls talk about how they, or people around them, are pressurized by
their family or neighbors to get married against their will.

Finally, the girls have produced a film, a play and song that we will showcase in various communities
in Delhi and Bihar to raise awareness about the issue of early and forced marriage.
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DO WE
HAVE THE
FREEDOM
TO STUDY?

TILL WHEN?
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An early marriage can have many adverse affects on our health. Our body is not
always ready for the changes after marriage, and we become weaker and weaker. Is
this a good thing?

SIcG 9G] Blol d BRUI &R TARR] TR ds e @ UId Usd & orRId fore sdARI
9RR RIR o1&l Il ST BRI BA 3 i &l SARI IRR BeSIR &l SIdl &l AR all
Js Jet & P

Durga Vishwas §3ﬁ faoart




My family and I live near the railway tracks. Our lives are very difficult. The
men don't work, and it is up to the women and girls to run the household.
Despite working to earn, the money is not our own. Either the father takes it
or the husband. All the girls are married off at a very young age.
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No matter what we do in life, we will always need our health. | take very good care of
myself, and those around me. | keep reminding them to look after themselves.
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\Whether at home or outside, we are expected to do all the work ourselves. | wake up and start
working on my chores. After school | look after my younger brother and sister. If | ever say no to
any work | am asked - what will you do in the next house? What is the next house they keep
referring to?
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My sister stopped going to school after ninth class because she had a lot of work at
home and didn't have time to study. Now my parents are thinking about getting her
married because she does not have too many skills.
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3AD U TR oldl Bl o dgls @ o8l 3| 3Adbt 9ISt & aR 3 A S @l &
Riifs & Be olel B Al

Preeti Kumari Qﬁf?{ @T[ﬁ

| have two sister-in-laws. They stay at home and do odd jobs like stitching, knitting, or
beauty treatments for others. They are expected to do this work to earn money, and
then take out time to complete all the household chores.
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I want to work, to grow, and achieve all my goals. | want to work and run the house. |
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want to be able to support my parents.
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Why is

difference between
a “*man’s job” and a
“*woman’s job”?
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We all do a housework, but it has no value. My mother was given a lot of work
and responsibilities before and after she got married. Now | have become a
part of this work, and my younger sister is being prepared to help us so | can
take on more responsibilities in the future.
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The society is made of two classes - the rich, who have everything, and the poor,
who have to work very hard to survive. Both have one thing in common; the
women of both classes are expected to be prepared to get married at a very

young age.
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My friends and | love to play, but as girls grow older, we are not allowed
to play. Our needs and wishes are often suppressed.
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Whether | am a man or woman or transgender, my desires are my own. Society
puts restrictions on our desires. This is visible when we are getting married.
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As children, we are free to do what we want. Slowly our body changes, and
there are restrictions imposed on us. We are no longer free to choose what we
want to do.
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Are our
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Preeti (dife)

| am very naughty, and | love my life. | want all my dreams to come true.
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Lalita (eiferan)

| love helping others, and making them happy. | want to live life on my own terms.
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| want to be on top of the world.
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Megha (@)

I'm not scared of talking to people anymore. | want to live my life my way.
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| can fight like the boys now.
& amoft A wocion asdt gl d 31 cIsdl @l Re cis Abdl gl

Sarita @Ran)

| listen to everyone, but do what | want. I will take my own decisions.
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| want to live my life without depending on others. I want to fly, but without anyone's s.upport.
& aoft 296 @t Bicel Sfion arsdt & gl @ 3t 3ol 38161 G 9RoN daled! gl
forslz otel 2eon aredl &l

Afsana (3r&re) K Shivani (ferarefi)

I want to fulfill all my wishes. | want to be free.
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| want to create my own identity. | love photography. | want to be successfulin life.
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| want to take my life’s decisions on my own. I want to fight for my rights.
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\When | grow up | want to become a photographer. l'always want to do something new.
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| want to raise my voice. | want to be successfulin life.
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My happiness comes from helping others. I will raise my voice against violence.
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Tanya (élan)

When | grow up, | want to be a doctor. | want to fight for the truth.
Al dS Bl Sfac? dololl &l & Jcas @ o ofson sl gl
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Project Activities

The aim of the campaign is to highlight young girls' experiences and challenges as they negotiate their concerns
with their family and community that marriage is a personal choice, since forced marriage often takes away their
choice of education, livelihood and reproduction.

The girls were given extensive training in film making, photography, radio and other new media tools to provide them
with a medium to communicate their message to society. They attended various workshops and lectures from
renowned experts on issues related to gender discrimination, violence against women, and early and forced mar-
riage.

Our main activities involved a three-month-long workshop, where the girls created their own body of multimedia
work. For their photography project, they created photo-stories on various aspects of their lives. They also prepared a

radio show on societal pressures around marriage, and a film on the issues of early and forced marriage.
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About Feminist Approach to Technology

Feminist Approach to Technology (FAT) is a not-for-profit organization that believes in empowering women by
enabling them to access, use and create technology through a feminist rights-based framework. We believe and
promote an outlook that questions and critiques the existing structures of technology and seeks to incorporate
women as equal partners within it. FAT works towards this by breaking societal stereotypes and attitudes,
encouraging and enabling women to feel capable and comfortable in working with technology, and collaborat-

ing with other women's organizations to mainstream the issue of engendering technology.

FAT was started in 2008 and primarily operates in Delhi. Last year we started a programme in Gujarat, and will

soon be expanding to Jharkhand and Bihar.
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Feminist Approach to Technology
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. . . voices
Media Trainer - VOW Media of women
media ,ai

Voices of Women Media is an international non-profit organization that seeks to empower women from marginal-

ized communities by training them to use innovative media tools such as film, photography and radio in order to
enable them to voice their own lives. We believe that personalizing women'’s individual experiences can have a
long lasting effect on women's rights worldwide.

VOW Media conducts interactive and collaborative media training workshops with women and young girls from
marginalized communities. Through the lens of a video camera, the stillness of a photo, and the strength of a
single voice, women and young girls create multimedia self-portraits offering a glimpse into their personal life
experiences.

In providing a platform for women to tell their stories, VOW Media aims to not only empower marginalized
women but to make others aware of their situation. In controlling their own images of representation, participants

challenge stereotypes and misrepresentation in the mainstream media.
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Feminist Approach to Technology

Feminist Approach to Technology (FAT)
134, 3rd Floor, Vinobapuri, Lajpat
Nagar 2, New Delhi 110024, India
Phone: +91-11-41004951/41320391
Email: projects@fat-net.org

Website: fat-net.org
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